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January. ■""5 1798. 

Ins. Co. shares, ditto ; in the Treasurer's hands December 
81, 1796. 

Insurance Committee had insured in the North America 
office $4000 on building at 30 per cent $12 ; and $1200 on 
library $3.36 = $15.36. 

Patterson and Smith to audit Treasurer's accounts. 

Analyses read of Education Prize essays. Vote taken on 
the question " Is this the best System of liberal Education 
and literary Instruction adapted to the Genius of the Gov- 
ernment and best calculated to promote the genuine welfare 
of the D. S. ?" 

" Whereupon it appeared to the Society that two of these 
Essays : 1. An Essay with this motto, ' In meti deseendat 
Judicis Aures.' [sic] Hor. — 2. An Essay with this motto ' I 
call a complete & generous Education that which fits a man 
to perform justly, skilfully & magnanimously all the offices 
both private and public of Peace & War.' — (Milton) — pos- 
sessed a superior degree of merit & were worthy of publica- 
tion. The Premium was in consequence adjudged to be 
equally divided between the authors of these two Essays." 

" The President pro tern, then opened the Sealed letters 
.... Rev d Sam.'Knox of Bladensburg, Md., was the author 
of the first, and Sam. H. Smith of Phila. author of the 
Second." 

Turner, Patterson and Williams, to draw up an introduc- 
tion to these Essays and superintend the printing. 

The Piece with motto " Desinet ae toto .... Yirgil Ee. 
IV," was ordered to be returned to the care of Alex. Moore, 
Tavern-keeper, at the corner of Chestnut and Fourth streets. 

1798. Jan'y 5. (9 present.) 

ANNUAL ELECTION. 

Collin, Vaughan, Williams, Judges; Patterson, David- 
son, Secretaries. 

President— Hon. Thomas Jefierson. 
Vice-Presidents — Collin, Rush, Wistar. 



January. ■wb 1788- 

Treasurer — John Vaughan. 

Councillors — Jon. B. Smith, W. Smith, D.D., S. Wheeler, 
and Jon. Williams vice R. P. Smith, deceased. 
Curators — Peale, B. S. Barton, Patterson. 
Secretaries— Magaw, Seybert, T. C. James, S. II. Smith. 



1798. Jan'y 19. (Jefferson; Peale, DavidsDn, Currie, 
James, Vausjhan, Friere, Bache, S. H. Smith, Patterson, 
Collin, Martin, of North Carolina; Thomas Pinckney, of 
South Carolina ; Guillemard, Turner, Wistar, Williams, J. 
B. Smith, Blakely, Magaw.) 

Prize essay on Preserving Peach trees, endorsed A. B. 0. 
received, and partly read through. 

Election of two new members : Brig. Gen. Jas. Wilkin- 
son, commander-in-chief of the United States ; Major Fran- 
cisco de Zach. 

Letter from S. Knox received and referred for answer to 
Williams and Peale who were to " cause to be prepared the 
Premium of Plate." 

Introduction to prize essays reported and agreed to. 
Essay "Tu modo nascenti" had been delivered to Alex. 
Moore, by Mr. Williams in presence of Patterson and S. H. 
Smith. 

Wistar, Bache and Magaw to consider the propriety of 
drafting an advertisement, offering again a Premium for the 
best essay on Public Education. 

" Communication on the Cultivation of the Peach tree," 
signed X. Y. Z., supposed to be offered for the premium re- 
ceived. 

" Obs. on the causes & cure of remitting or billious [sic] 
fevers" by Dr. Currie, was presented by him "in his place." 
Thanks voted, and given by the President. 

Jefferson presented a Bone of the Mammoth some time 
ae;o found in Virginia. " Also, a large square plate of a 
Swedish Copper Coin marked " 4 Daler Silemynt" handed 
to him by General Kosciusko for the Society."—" The Presi- 



February. &* 1798. 

dent is requested to express to the General the high con- 
sideration in which they — the Society — view this instance 
of his polite attention." — " To the President also himself, 
personally, do they make acknowledgement of the constant 
sense they entertain of his valuable Communications & 
Offices of Friendship." 

T. C. James and S. H. Smith to learn if Dr. Barton will 
deliver the oration, and to fix on time and place. 



1798. Feb. 2. (Jefferson; Andrews, Davidson, Peale, 
Seybert, Magaw, Bache, Currie, J. B. Smith, Patterson, 
Woodhouse, Williams, St. Mery, Turner, S. H. Smith.) 

Push's Essays, presented by the author. Thanks voted. 
" General View .... Arts & Sciences . . for . . Youth," 
presented by St. Mery. Thanks voted. 

Committee on Oration reported progress. 

Prize Essaj', " Lime," reported on and ordered to lie on 
the table ; afterwards recommitted. Prize Essay " Improve- 
ment" reported on ; report amended and agreed to ; then 
recommitted. 

Essay A. B. C. read further and again postponed. 

1798. Feb. 16. (Patterson and 10 others.) 

J. B. Smith and Vaughan to confer with the Committee 
of College of Physicians, " authorized to accept $40 per an- 
num for 2J years from the expiration of their lease — to 
grant a further lease of one year provided at a not less sum 
than $80 per annum, & that the said lease be considered as 
continuing for such further term as a notice of six months 
shall not be given by either Party of their wishing the lease 
to expire." 

Wistar, Bache and Seybert " to devise the best methods of 
preserving Fossil Bones," in consequence of information by 
Dr. Williamson of North Carolina, " that a Person was ready 
to raise bones of the Animal Incognitum in the western 



March. ^w5 1798. 

Territory who said they were liable to decay as soon as they 
came in contact with the atmosphere." 

James, Bache and S. H. Smith substituted for Judge 
Turner (at his request) to arrange Pemberton's Meteoric 
Observation made at Philadelphia during forty years. 

Essay A. B. C. finished reading, and referred (with Essay 
X. Y. Z.) to Bache, Peale and Williams for analysis. 

1798. March 2. (Jefferson ; Patterson, Dr. Smith, Coxe, 
Peale, "Wistar, Martin, Pindley, Vaughan, S. H. Smith.) 

S. Lewis' bill for " filling up Diplomas &c" $5.24 allowed. 

" A mode of supplying Philadelphia with water from the 
falls of Schuylkill," in a letter from Jas. Sullivan, of Boston, 
to Dr. B. S. Barton, dated October 18, 1797, was presented 
and read. 

Education Premium Committee reported, " recommending 
certain principles as the proper subjects of discussion by the 
Candidates." Report amended several times and postponed. 

1798. March 16. (Wistar ; 11 others.) 

Committee reported that they had expended all the 
money on a Silver Goblet for Mr. Knox. A further sum 
was then appropriated for the inscription :* 

" The American Philosophical Society to Samuel Knox, 
A. M. A Premium for his Essay on Education, awarded 
Philadelphia, 15 Dec 1 - 1797." Bill of A. Dubois for the 
goblet $50.12,f ordered paid. 

College of Physicians declined keeping the room at $80 ; 
but offer $40 for 2J years and $52 afterwards, " & are willing 
that the Phil. Soc. should, whenever convenient, place their 
Library & Apparatus in it, & make such other use of the 
room as would leave to the College room for their Library 
& the use of the room for their Stated Meetings, & such 
occasional extraordinary meetings as may be necessary. 

* For which Smithers was paid £2 • 5, Pa. currency. 
t £18 • 16, Pa. currency. 



April. 269 jygg. 

The College intending that these days shall not interfere 
with the days or hours of the Meetings of the Phil. So- 
ciety." Report agreed to, and Committee instructed to 
make the contract. 

S. H. Smith to inquire into the state of the Catalogue. 

" B. S. Barton's Collections for an Essay toward a Materia 
Medica of the TJ. S.," presented by its author. Thanks 
voted. 

Essay "*X" on preventing the decay of Peach trees, 
read, and referred to Mr. "Williams for analysis. 

Essay "Improvement" reported on; report read. 

Report of Committee on new premium recommitted. 

1798. April 6. (Jefferson ; 9 others.) 

Goblet for Knox reported entrusted to Mr. Baer, Member 
of Congress for Maryland. 

Vaughan reported obligations accepted and exchanged by 
Committee College of Physicians and Committee Philosoph- 
ical Society. [It occupies a page of the Minute book.] 

Essay " *X " reported on. 

Lettsom's " Hints designed to promote Beneficence, Tem- 
perance & Medical Science," presented by the author, per 
Dr. Parker. Thanks voted. 

Catalogue of Library. Mr. S. II. Smith reported that the 
copy was probably lost. 

A letter from Mr. S. H. Smith was read [occupies half a 
page] in which he requests the Society to appropriate the 
prize awarded to him for his Essay on Education, " to the 
advancement of the same object, in proposing a premium of 
the value of $50, or by incorporating that sum with such 
other .... should the offering a new premium be thought 
advisable." Thanks were voted to Mr. Smith for the relin- 
quishment of his premium ; sum to be added to new pre- 
mium, and its source specified. 

Committee on collecting information relative to Amer- 
ican Antiquities report again read. Then the second report 



April— May. •*'" 1798. 

on the Plan was read by paragraphs, amended, and the fol- 
lowing Committee appointed : Jefferson, Turner, Wistar, 
Seybert, Peale, "Wilkinson, Williams. 

Secretaries to produce all the Peach tree Prize essays and 
the reports of Committees thereon at the next meeting. 

1798. April 20. (Jefferson ; Oath rail, Frere [sic], and 14 
others.) 

Secretaries to be a Committee to prepare " the historical 
part of the Volume now in the press, within the space of 
three weeks, as the printing of the said volume will then be 
continued." 

Jefferson presented a Hand Threshing Machine invented 
by T. C. Martin, of Virginia ; " which he had procured to 
be made." Thanks voted to Jefferson. 

"Resolved, that the Treasurer having been on Nov. 7, 1797, authorized 
to borrow money sufficient to relieve the mortgage to D r . Franklin .... 
the President .... be authorized to give his signature to such new con- 
tract or mortgage . as may be made . . . and the Secretary .... to 
place the seal thereto .... Should the Treasurer not be able to pro- 
cure the whole sum on loan, he be authorized to appropriate as much of 
the funds .... absolutely necessary . . . ." 

Secretaries to make out a list of foreign members. 

M. Carle's* letter " concerning the Yellow Fever" cost Dr. 
Collin $2 postage. Ordered paid. 

Election of four new members: Wm. Patterson, M.D., 
Londonderry ; J. B. Scandella, of Venice, now in United 
States ; Julien Nierncewicz, of Poland, now in United 
States; John Fred. Blumenbach, M. D., F.R.S., Professor 
Natural History, University Gbttingen. 

1798. May 4. (Jeflerson ; Patterson, Duponceau, James, 
Niemcewicz, Scandella, Peale, S. H. Smith.) 

"On Magnetism," from Revd. James Madison, of "Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia ; referred to Dr. James. 

" Natural Curiosities in Greenbriar county, Va.," " par- 

* The flrst letter of this name is uncertain. 



May— June. ^'1 1798. 

ticularly of a tooth of a large non descript animal," from 
M. Beauvois ; referred to Dr. Wistar. 

" Description of a Mould Board of the least resistance 
&c," by Mr. Jefferson, was read and referred to Mr. Patter- 
son. 

Secretaries' list of 179 foreign members elected since the 
institution of the Society, read. 

Ebeling, of Hamburg, acknowledges receipt of Ritten- 
house's Eulogium. 

1798. May 18. (Jefferson ; Williams, Collin, Patterson, 
Bache, Peale, Wistar, S. H. Smith.) 

" Gold coin, coined in the last year of Poland as an inde- 
pendent state," from Mr. Niemcewicz. Thanks voted. 

On a Mould Board; reported worthy of publication in 
next volume ; so ordered. 

Secretaries to collect and deliver to the printer papers or- 
dered for publication. 

Premium pieces to be considered at next meeting. 

Essay A. B. C. reported on by its Committee. 

Adjourned to first Friday in June. 

1798. June 1. (Collin;. Turner, James, Woodhouse, 
Abercrombie, Vaughan, Peale, Seybert, S. H. Smith, Wil- 
liams.) 

" Analysis of the materials composing supposed ancient 
wall in N. Carolina, with observations on the same," by 
Adam Seybert, M.D., was presented and referred to Wistar, 
Jones and Turner. Letters on the same subject, between 
Jas. Hall, Jr., and Dr. Woodhouse, were read and referred 
to Wistar, James and Turner. 

Secretary reported on the state of the Volume of Transac- 
tions. 

"A Comparison of Kindred words in the languages of 
several European nations for the additional illustration of 
their antiquities," by Nich. Collin, D.D., was read. 



June. ^7^ X798. 

A manuscript funeral oration to the memory of M. Du- 
hail, and other productions of M. Davezac, at Norfolk, were 
communicated. 

Bishop Madison's piece on magnetism was reported worthy 
of publication. So ordered. 

Abercrombie's Sermon on fast day, May 9, was presented 
by him. Thanks voted. 

Adjourned to this day week. 

1798. June 8. (Jefferson ; Peale, Magaw, Seybert, St. 
Mery, Duponceau, Martin, Barton, Vaughan, S. H. Smith.) 

Davezac's communication was read. 

Turner's Index to Vol. II Transactions received. 

A farmer of New Jersey sent a letter " stating that he had 
discovered a mode of preserving the Peach Tree, & stating 
certain terms on which he would be willing to make the 
discovery public." 

" On the poisonous honey of 1ST. Carolina," and " Some 
Account of Jas. Moss the White Negro," both by Dr. Bar- 
ton, were referred to Wistar and Seybert. 

Collin's Comparison of Kindred words was referred to 
Duponceau, Vaughan and Barton. 

1798. June 15. (Jefferson ; .Collin, Seybert, Peale, Pat- 
terson, Vaughan, S. H. Smith, Wistar.) 

"On a nondescript animal called the Prairie squirrel," 
from Judge Turner, referred to Dr. Barton. 

" Description of a submarine vessel, calculated to effect the 
firing of vessels under water," by D. Bushnell, of Stam- 
ford, Connecticut, read and referred to Mr. Patterson. 

" On Magnetism," by Mr. Williams ; read and referred to 
Mr. Patterson. 

" Description of a newly constructed vessel for boiling in- 
flammable fluids," by T. P. Smith ; read and referred to Dr. 
Seybert. 

Consideration of pieces offered for the premium post- 
poned. Adjourned to this day week. 



June— July— Nov. *ld 1798. 

1798. Jane 22. (Collin ; Patterson, Woodhouse, Vaughan, 
S. H. Smith, Wistar, Seybert, Duponceau.) 

Turner's Communication on the Prairie Squirrel was re- 
ported on. Society hopes for a more accurate description 
hereafter. 

Collin's Comparison of words, ordered for publication. 

T. P. Smith's boiler : " it is proper to decline giving an 
opinion previously to trying an experiment . . . ." The in- 
ventor was " requested to try its effects by experiment." 

Papers reported by Dr. Wistar worthy of publication. 

Mr. Beauvoi3' letter to Jefferson. 

Dr. Deveze's " New method of treating the effusion which 
collects under the skull after fractures of the head ;" and 

Judge Turner's paper " on Bones of certain nondescript 
animals." 

Bushnell's paper on Submarine vessels for destroying 
ships, was reported by Mr. Patterson worthy of publication. 

1798. July 20. (Patterson, Woodhouse, James.) 

1798. Nov. 23.* (Jon. Williams in the Chair; Patterson, 
J. B. Smith, Blakely, Coxe, Vaughan, Dr. Barton, Wood- 
house, Seybert, S. H. Smith, Wistar, Turner, Dr. James.) 

Books presented : Geo. Adams on the Microscope, second 
edition with Volume of plates; Adams' Graphical Essays 
corrected by Wm. Jones (Mathematical Instrument maker) 
with volume of plates. Thanks voted. 

Priestley's letter to Dr. Barton, being an appendix to his 
former communication on the Decomposition of Water; 
read and referred to Seybert and Woodhouse to hand to the 
printer for the Volume of Transactions now in press. 

Letter from T. Smith to Dr. Seybert on a vessel for boil- 
ing inflammable fluids was read ; Committee report read and 
agreed to. 

Latitude and Longitude of Natchez determined by And. 
Ellicot ; read and ordered to press. 

* This long Intermission was probably owing to the prevalence of the yellow 
fever. 

PBOC. AMER. PHILOS. SOC. I. XVlii. PRINTED JANUARY 12, 1884. 



December. ^** 1798. 

Book presented: Dr. Barton's new edition of his New 
Views, &c, in lieu of first edition now withdrawn. 

J. R. Ooxe's Essay on Opium, to be returned to the author 
for corrections, and then published. 

Dr. James added to the Committee on Examination of 
Dr. B. Schultz's botanical work. 

Committee on Pemberton's Meteoric Observation. Smith 
and James reported their work finished ; the rest of the Com- 
mittee were requested to finish the arrangement of the 
whole. 

Committee to arrange the historical part of the Transac- 
tions reported it in readiness for the press. 

Secretaries to make a list of all papers offered for the pre- 
mium. 

Woodhouse to replace "Williams on the Committee on the 
paper on Peach Trees. 

Mr. Williams reported that the printer had declined to 
fulfill his contract to print Mr. Knox's paper on Education, 
which had been returned to Mr. Knox, who would publish 
it himself. Williams' conduct approved. Mr. Knox re- 
quested to furnish the Society a few copies. 

Mr. Turner had furnished an Index for each of the three 
Volume Transactions, and would complete a general index. 

[Then follows a mysterious paragraph.] 

It was : 

•'Resolved that a Committee consisting of M r . Coxe, M r . Patterson, and M r . 
Vaughan, be appointed to take proper Measures to secure the property in 
the Society's Room untill next Meeting, at which time they are desired to 
report on the State of the Same." 

1798. Dec. 7. (Williams in the Chair; Barton, Vaughan, 
Woodhouse, Seybert.) 

Williams had written to Knox. 

Report : 

"The Permanent Com. of the A. P. S. respectfully offer to their con- 
stituents the following Report : — The first object of the Committee was to 
invite communications from distant places & with that view the annexed 



December. ^'5 1798. 

Circular Letter has been extensively distributed.— The Minute Book & 
papers of the Com. are laid upon the table for the inspection of the So- 
ciety, in conformity to their Resol. of April 6, 1798.— It will be seen by 
the Minutes that the Com. have received two donations, one from Gen. 
Wilkinson Com', in Chief of the Western Army, and one from M r . Pass- 
more of this city. — The Committee's expenses will be found to amount to 
$28.81, the accounts & vouchers for which are here annexed. 

"The Donation from Gen. Wilkinson consists of Bones & Fragments 
of the Bones of nondescript animals. There are evident marks of variety 
as to the age & size of these animals ; but whether they be of one or more 
species the Com. do not undertake to say 

" The Donation from M r . Passmore is a fine Specimen of Talc .... 
found in abundance in the back parts of Newhampshire, & will probably 
prove to be a valuable acquisition to the Arts by supplying the place of 
Glass where it is required to be secure against heat & fracture, as in Maga- 
zine Lanthorns &c. 

"The Subscriber closes his duties as Chairman by the foregoing Report. 
Signed by Order of the Com. Jon. Williams, Chairman of the Permanent 
Com. A. P. S." 

" P. S. Two Meteorological Journals Kept by Geu 1 "Wil- 
kinson at Detroit & on a voyage to Michilimacanac [sic~\ on 
the Lakes and transmitted by him for the use of the So- 
ciety are also submitted by the Committee." 

Ordered that the Treasurer pay tbe account. — M r - "Wil- 
liams to write a letter of thanks. 

Committee on Priestley's Letter on Phlogiston reported 
that they had left it with the printer. 

Coxe's Essay on Opium reported worthy of publication. 

Schultz's Essay on Noxious Plants ; objections to publish- 
ing it stated by the Committee, and approved by vote. 



1798. Dec. 21. (Magaw in the Chair ; Barton, "Wistar, 
Woodhouse, Seybert, Vaughan, J. B. Smith, S. H. Smith, 
Gruillemard.) 

Historical part of Vol. IV Transactions ready. 

Dobson presented seven half Volumes of his Encyclopae- 
dia, which makes the work complete. Thanks in writing 
ordered. 



December. ^76 1798. 

Secretary to ask Dr. Barton " when he will positively be 
in readiness to deliver the Annual Oration." 

" Memoir on the Sand Hills of Cape Henry " by H. B. 
Latrobe, read and referred to S. H. Smith. Mr. Latrobe in- 
tends further communications. Thanks ordered. 

Committee on North Carolina ancient wall reported 
recommending a joint memoir by Woodhouse and Seybert. 
Agreed to. 

41 Expts. & Observations on the Atmosphere of Marshes" 
by Adam Seybert, M.D., read and referred to Woodhouse 
and Guillemard. 

" Concerning the pernicious effects of the Equisetum hye- 
male, or Rough horse tail when eaten by Horses," by B. S. 
Barton ; read and referred to Seybert and Williams. 

Dan. Knight's bill for locks and putting them on the book 
cases, £1 •• 10, ordered to be paid. 

" No Communications claiming the Magellanic premium 
have been presented since the last adjudication." 

Adjourned to Friday next at 6 p. m. 

1798. Dee. 27. Adjourned Meeting. (Wistar ; Vaughan, 
Peale, Patterson, S. H. Smith, Bache, Woodhouse, James, 
Seybert, Barton.) 

Secretary reported he had thanked Mr. Dobson. 
Letter on Longitude, from Tim. Kirk of Yorktown, read 
and referred to Patterson and Vaughan. 
Essay X. Y. Z. on Peach Trees reported on favorably. 
Committee on Pemberton's Meteoric Observations to re- 
port the best method of disposing of them at the next meet- 
ing- 
Committee to abridge all the papers on the subject of 

Peach Trees : Williams, Peale, Bache. 

Latrobe's Memoir reported worthy of publication. Agreed. 
Mr. Latrobe was willing to etch the engraving. Thanks 
voted. 

Woodhouse's answer to Dr. Priestley, in a Memoir on 



January. 2<7 1789. 

Phlogiston and the Decomposition of Water, read and re- 
ferred to Seybert and "Wistar. 
Dr. Barton would deliver the oration March 1, 1799. 

Resolved, that the last Saturday in February would be more convenient 
to the Society. 

"Resolved, that a Com. of three be appointed by ballot to take into con- 
sideration the several communications on Peach Trees & report their 
opinion, which communication, if any, is worthy of the Premium pro- 
posed. — Whereupon the Society shall decide by ballot on the report made, 
which if affirmed by a majority of votes shall be conclusive. — If the result 
be a disagreement to the Report made, the Society may recommit the com- 
munications to a new Committee of three formed in the same way, and the 
Society shall take the same order on this report as on the preceding one. — 

"Resolved that a Committee similarly constituted be appointed on the 
subjects of Ship-pumps & fire-places." 

" Ordered that D r - Bache, Messrs. J. B. Smith & J. Wil- 
liams be the Committee on the Subject of Peach Trees. — 
That Messrs. Jefferson, Wheeler & Collin be the Com. on 
Ship-Pumps &c. — That D r - Wistar, Messrs. Williams & Pat- 
terson be the Com. on Fire-places." 

Committee on Soybert's Essay on Marsh air reported it 
worthy of publication. Agreed to. 

End of Vol. op MS. Minutes. 



1799. Jan. 4. Between 2 and 5 p. m. (Present : Messrs. 
Peale, Vaughan, Seybert, S. H. Smith, Davidson, Patterson, 
Wheeler, Pindlay, Drs. Magaw, Collin, James, Barton.) 
Davidson, Seybert, Vaughan, Judges ; Smith and Peale, 
Secretaries. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Thos. Jefferson. 
Vice-Presidents — Wistar, Push, Patterson. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Secretaries — James, S. H. Smith, Seybert, Woodhouse. 
Curators — Peale, B. S. Barton, Collin. 
Councillors — T. McKean, Jas. Davidson, R. Blackwell, 
Ad. Kuhn. 



